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I. Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed 0 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 

Description, Pages 

1 -22 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-11 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the p poses of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andybr 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: 

No: 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: 

No: 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: 

No: 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D2 = US-A- 4 874 821 



The subject-matter of claims 1 to 8, 10 and 1 1 does not involve an inventive step 
(Article 33(3) PCT) over the teachings of document D2, which discloses B 1 -A 1 -B 2 -A 2 
copolymers with molecular weights of 250,000 and B 2 /B 1 = 10, wherein B may be 
butadiene or other dienic monomers (see in particular claim 1 and column 2, lines 57 to 
61), isoprene is a typical alternative to butadiene. These copolymers are normally used 
in compositions with bitumens (see column 1, lines 25 to 28 of D2). Therefore, the 
skilled person, trying to ascertain the utility of the copolymers of D2, would have 
undoubtedly compounded said copolymers (where A = polystyrene and B = 
polyisoprene) with bitumen, thus performing the claimed invention in a straightforward 
obvious manner. Concerning the applicants' arguments that D2 is silent about the 
specific problem underlying the application (ie the provision of self-adhesive roofing 
membranes), it is pointed out that the copolymers of D2 appear to have an unexpected 
good balance of characteristics (see column 1, lines 5 to 11 and column 2, lines 4 to 9), 
and therefore good adhesive properties appear to be implicitly comprised therein. 
Furthermore, roofing membranes is a common use of bitumen compositions. Likewise, 
the subject-matter of claim 9 does not involve an inventive step over the teachings of 
D2 (see above) as it concerns a routine selection within the wider disclosure of D2. 
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